Guide to Using Open Educational Resources 
What are Open Educational Resources?

Open Educational Resources (OER) are teaching, learning and research resources that reside in the public domain or have been released under an intellectual property license that permits their free use or re-purposing by others. Open educational resources include full courses, course materials, modules, textbooks, streaming video, tests, software and any other tool, materials or techniques used to support access to knowledge. (William and Flora Foundation). This differentiates them from Open Access which tends to refer unrestricted online access to articles published in scholarly journals and comes in two forms, no-cost access or with some additional usage rights. 

How to identify an OER?

OER materials are generally released under a Creative Commons (CC) license (or equivalent). Creative Commons is a non-profit corporation dedicated to making it easier for people to share and build upon the work of others, while still maintaining ownership and copyright control. They provide free licenses and other legal tools to mark creative work with the freedom the creator wants it to carry, so others can share, remix, use commercially, or any combination thereof. You can identify content that has a Creative Commons license if the content has one of the following logos (you do not need to remember the details of each logo because if you click on the logo in a resource it will take you to a full description of the license):
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 Attribution: This license lets others distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon your work, even commercially, as long as they credit you for the original creation. This is the most accommodating of licenses offered, in terms of what others can do with your works licensed under Attribution.  
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 Attribution Share Alike: This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work even for commercial reasons, as long as they credit you and license their new creations under the identical terms. This license is often compared to open source software licenses. All new works based on yours will carry the same license, so any derivatives will also allow commercial use.
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 Attribution No Derivatives: This license allows for redistribution, commercial and non-commercial, as long as it is passed along unchanged and in whole, with credit to you.
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 Attribution Non-commercial: This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work non-commercially, and although their new works must also acknowledge you and be non-commercial, they don’t have to license their derivative works on the same terms.
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 Attribution Non-Commercial Share Alike: This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work non-commercially, as long as they credit you and license their new creations under the identical terms. Others can download and redistribute your work just like the by-nc-nd license, but they can also translate, make remixes, and produce new stories based on your work. All new work based on yours will carry the same license, so any derivatives will also be non-commercial in nature.
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 Attribution Non-Commercial No Derivatives: This license is the most restrictive of our six main licenses, allowing redistribution. This license is often called the “free advertising” license because it allows others to download your works and share them with others as long as they mention you and link back to you, but they can’t change them in any way or use them commercially.

What are the benefits of using OER?

· Institutional recognition and enhanced reputation

· Wider availability of their academic content and focus on the learning experience

· Capacity to support greater numbers of students

· Efficiencies in content production

· New partnerships/linkages with other institutions

· Increased sharing of ideas and practice within the institution, including greater role for support services

· A buffer against the decline of specific subjects or topics (which may not be sustainable at institutional level but can be sustained across several institutions through shared resources

What are the learning and teaching benefits of using OER? 
· Are publicly available and free to use
· Majority can be altered and adapted (re-purposed)
· Can help free up your time for other course design activities

· Can improve the quality and range of learning resources by building on other people’s work.

· Can help to build student support resources e.g. study skills, employability, dissertation etc.
· Are not just for teachers to use or repurpose; students can be encouraged to use OER to support their own learning 
· Freeing up time for designing the learning experience rather than creating, as appropriate  learning materials may have been developed elsewhere 
· Can help to supplement areas where content creation skills may be weaker, e.g. audio and video 
· Can provide an opportunity to engage in a global community of sharing and reusing educational resources
· Enables the use of a wider range of resources and materials than would be possible if all of the content was self created
How are open educational resources quality assured? 

Concerns around the quality of OER are significant with respect to integrating OER within learning and teaching. With OER third parties are actively encouraged to re-use, re-purpose and remix the resources, this, OER advocates claim, leads to higher standards when a long view is taken.  However, the issue remains that the quality of OER is usually determined within the context of:

· Accuracy

· Reputation of author/institution

· Standard of technical production 

· Accessibility 

· Fitness for purpose

Initiatives such as OER Africa state explicitly that it is not the role of any one organization to perform QA on OERs. Instead, they indicate that QA will occur as a result of: 

   1. Self-assessment (individuals and institutions release resources of highest quality possible)

   2. Internal QA processes (institutions to QA their own resources before release) 

   3. Rating systems (community-driven QA through ratings and comments within OER release platform)

   4. Individual review (comments and suggestions made by individuals and institutions)
As there are a range of sites that offer OER the following and taking into account the observations made above with respect to quality, the hierarchical illustration may help colleagues with respect to their assessment of the quality assurance of learning resources you intend to use. 
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Which sites offer OER?
Sites that provide OER include:
· Search engines: Google, where you can filter by license on advanced search

· Communities: Wikieducator (QA: peer comment), Wikipedia (peer comment) 
· Tuition free university level course sites: P2PU (QA: peer comment) U of the People (QA: independ. Uni)
· University courses: Open University; MIT; Michigan
· Repositories: JorumOpen; Merlot; EdShare; Humbox
The diagram below provides an overview of some of the most appropriate sites for learning and teaching in higher education. 
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.flickr.com/search/advanced/?" ��Flickr� – rights search
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.google.co.uk/advanced_search?hl=en" ��Google� _ rights search (search engine)














� HYPERLINK "http://ocw.mit.edu/index.htm" ��MIT OCW�
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� HYPERLINK "http://open.umich.edu/education" ��OpenMichigan�
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm" ��MERLOT�


(QA: peer review)





� HYPERLINK "http://www.jorum.ac.uk/searchOptions.html" ��JorumOpen�


(QA: HE content)
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